OCTOBER 8, 2009
KICK-OFF WORKSHOP SUMMARY

The City of East Palo Alto held a public meeting on October 8, 2009, to initiate the public process
for the Dumbarton Station Area Specific Plan. Approximately 70 members of the public attended
the meeting, which took place at East Palo Alto City Hall. It was a diverse group of residents,
youth, seniors and business owners. The meeting included presentations by the following indi-
viduals and groups:

¢ Mayor Ruben Abrica

+ Carlos Martinez, Redevelopment Director

+ Sean Charpentier, RDA Project Coordinator Il
# Design, Community & Environment (DC&E)
+ San Mateo County Health System

# Public Health Law & Policy

The workshop was intended to provide an overview of the Dumbarton Station Area Specific Plan
project as well as discuss key project issues within the context of public health. The slideshow is
available in PDF format at the following website:

http://www.ci.east-palo-alto.ca.us/economicdev/dumbarton.html

1. INTRODUCTION BY MAYOR ABRICA

Mayor Ruben Abrica gave an introduction to the process, described how the Specific Plan was part
of the continuing planning and improvement efforts in the Ravenswood Business District, and
recognized the members of the Citizens Advisory Committee.

2. PROJECT OVERVIEW

Bruce Brubaker of DC&E opened the presentation by providing an overview of the Specific Plan,
process, timeline, public input opportunities and project goals. The geographic location of the
project area was also discussed, which includes the Ravenswood Business District, Four Corners,
and surrounding neighborhoods. A brief overview of existing plans for the Dumbarton Rail Corri-
dor Project was also included.
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3. EXISTING HEALTH CONDITIONS IN EAST
PALO ALTO

Crispin Delgado of the San Mateo County Health System presented data and statistics on current
public health conditions in East Palo Alto. Mr. Delgado emphasized disparities in public health
data between East Palo Alto and San Mateo County as a whole. As he explained, asthma and Type
Il diabetes have been found to be more prevalent in East Palo Alto than in San Mateo County.

Mr. Delgado explained that health issues vary by geographic location, income and race. For ex-
ample, locations with access to fresh fruit and vegetables and open space are associated with im-
proved public health.

Additionally, intersection safety and pedestrian crossings were identified as issues related to public
health and safety in East Palo Alto.

4. PLANNING FOR A HEALTHY COMMUNITY

Pilar Lorenzana-Campo of Public Health Law & Policy presented an overview of the relationship
between public health and urban planning. Ms. Lorenzana-Campo explained that land use deci-
sions affect the public health by influencing diet, physical activity, and access to recreational facili-
ties.

Ms. Lorenzana-Campo also discussed the policy tools available at the local level to address public
health issues. The following tools can be used to improve public heath:

+ Creating Specific Plans with detailed ideas for community improvements
# Zoning controls that encourage land uses that contribute to public health
+ Economic development efforts

+ Providing incentives for farmers’ markets and facilitating grocery stores
+ Providing incentives for healthy foods in small corner stores

# Partnering with local agencies and organizations

Ms. Lorenzana-Campo closed by recommending that neighborhoods contain a mix of uses and be
connected to transit to help address health issues. Providing for safety, mobility and access will
positively influence community health. Ms. Lorenzana-Campo and Jeff Williams of DC&E identi-
fied several urban design principles that influence public health:

+ Building Frontages. Buildings that are designed to “frame” the street create a sidewalk con-
dition that is generally a more inviting and comfortable area for pedestrians as compared to
buildings that are set back from the street and are dominated by surface parking.
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+ Outdoor Seating. Public resting and gathering places can be incorporated into building de-
sign and the design of public sidewalk areas.

# Bicycle Activity. Streets can be designed to accommodate and encourage bicycle usage,
and bicycle parking can be provided near buildings and public facilities.

+ Safe Streetscapes. Lighting, crosswalks and other features of public rights-of-way can im-
prove pedestrian safety and comfort.

+ Connectivity. A street pattern that is interconnected provides diverse circulation opportuni-
ties and encourages physical activity.

# Access to Open Space. Improved access to open space and recreational facilities provides
opportunities for exercise and physical activity.

5. GROUP DISCUSSION

Following the presentation, Bruce Brubaker of DC&E facilitated an exercise in which the commu-
nity identified issues facing the project area. These issues were categorized into the following
categories:

# Land Use/Economics
+ Physical Improvements
+ Programs/Events

# Other Issues

The following issues were identified by attendees and recorded on large sheets of paper posted
on the wall during the workshop. After the exercise, participants were asked to place stickers next
to the issues that are most important to them. The number of stickers placed on each issue is
shown in parentheses next to each issue listed below.

Land Use/Economics

Need multicultural performing arts center (8)

Improve parking in neighborhoods (4)

Provide small hot food stands (4)

Provide buffer zones between residential/commercial/industrial (3)
Preserve existing open space/wetlands (3)

Need community gathering spaces (2)

Address contamination issues in Ravenswood (2)

Look at zoning changes (1)

Provide jobs (1)

* & & & 6 o O o o

Needed Physical Improvements

# Potential EPA transit station (6)
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# Bicycle lanes (3)

+ Publicart (3)

# Street repaving (3)

+ Midtown sidewalks (2)

# Stop lights at University & Purdue (2)

+ Connect plan area with rest of EPA (1)

¢ Crime impacts on bike & ped opportunities (1)
* Myrtle Street - Safety improvements (1)

+ No transit station in EPA (0)

Needed Programs and Events

+ More public schools (13)

+ Youth programs (14 to 22 years) (11)

¢ Enhance/market local grocers, food, business (7)

+ Support existing business & protect from displacement (6)
+ Multi-family housing maintenance & health (2)

¢ Access to funding (1)

Other Ideas

¢ Timing - do things soon (1)
# Review statistics for African-American health (0)
+ Transparency from the City about plans (0)

6. ADDITIONAL COMMENTS

Workshop participants were invited to submit additional comments to the City, using comment
cards that were distributed to all participants. The comment cards are available for review at the
project website:

http://www.ci.east-palo-alto.ca.us/economicdev/dumbarton.html

7. OUTSTANDING QUESTIONS AND ISSUES

During the workshop, participants raised several additional questions and issues about various
topics. These issues will be explored further at future workshops.
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Dumbarton Rail and Station

Several workshop participants asked for more information and certainty regarding the future of
Dumbarton Rail, including the potential location of a station in East Palo Alto. One participant
asked if this were connected to the past process that involved Omowale Satterwhite as a facilitator.
Alvin James, the City Manager, clarified that the past process was the Dumbarton Dialogue and it
was separate.

Carlos Martinez, the City's Redevelopment Director, provided an expanded explanation of the
relationship of the potential Dumbarton Rail project to the Specific Plan.

The Dumbarton Rail Corridor Project is intended to provide commuter rail service connecting the
Union City BART station in the East Bay to the Caltrain station in Redwood City. It would run along
the existing rail line that passes just north of the project area. The timing of the Dumbarton Rail
project has not been identified at this time. Current plans for Dumbarton Rail call for a station in
Menlo Park, just west of the project area. However, Mr. Martinez explained that, as part of the
Specific Plan process, the potential for a rail station near or within the project area would be ana-
lyzed and considered.

The City identified two possible locations for an East Palo Alto station in its Request for Proposals
(RFP) for the project, which is available on the project website.

As Mr. Martinez explained, there is no requirement to include an East Palo Alto rail station in the
Specific Plan. If the community does not want a rail station in East Palo Alto, the Specific Plan will
not propose a rail station.

For more information on the Dumbarton Rail Project, please see this website:

http://www.smcta.com/Dumbarton_Rail/information.asp

Goals of the Project and the Importance of Rail

There was some confusion at the workshop regarding the goals of the Specific Plan and the role of
Dumbarton Rail within the process. The Specific Plan is intended to create a policy framework to
implement a community-driven vision for the project area. The Specific Plan will address several
issues, including land use, the form of future development, transportation, economic development
and implementation strategies. The primary goal of this planning process is to set a vision and
guide future development within the project area. A secondary purpose of the Specific Plan is to
make recommendations about the role of Dumbarton Rail in East Palo Alto. Recommendations
will be based on community input, a thorough analysis of existing conditions and the nature of the
preferred alternative identified during the public planning process.

Transportation Connections and Improvements

Questions were raised about a potential roadway connecting the Ravenswood Business District
(RBD) to University Avenue, along a route located east of the University Village neighborhood.

Dumbarton Station Area Specific Plan
City of East Palo Alto

Kick-Off Workshop Summary ®®
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Some participants expressed concerns about the location of this potential road and its proximity to
the neighborhood.

This new road has been identified as a potential improvement to consider as a way to protect
existing neighborhoods from traffic. However, no decisions have been made. The new road will
be considered and analyzed as with other potential improvements in the project area. The City
will present more information about the potential for a new road at future workshops. Commu-
nity members are encouraged to attend these workshops and provide input on this and other
potential improvements.

Dumbarton Station Area Specific Plan
City of East Palo Alto




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /RelativeColorimetric
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo true
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /Warning
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 350
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.14286
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /Warning
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 350
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.14286
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


