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“Deciding what not to do is as important as deciding what to do.” — Steve Jobs

Building a Community Gathering Place
On August 20, 2014 over 300 volunteers came together to
build a new play space at Bell Street Park.
More than building a playground, the Bell Street
KaBOOM! Playground Project
was about building community. From the Coupons.com
employees who gave up their
holiday party to pay for equipment to the community volunteers who gave up their work day to build benches, dig
holes or construct the playground, everyone involved in the
Bell Street Park KaBOOM! Playground project came together to experience the joy of giving back to their community. Share their experience by visiting the City of East Palo
Alto’s facebook page at facebook.com/CityOfEastPaloAlto.

Bell Street Park Playground is Now Open!
The new Bell Street Park Playground was officially opened
to the public on Saturday,
September 6, 2014. The
new playground will bring the
more than 3,200 kids in East
Palo Alto one step closer to
having the child-hood they
deserve – one filled with safe,
fun places to be active,
healthy and happy! Complete
with slides, swings, shaded
rest areas, climbing walls,
picnic tables and vibrant artwork, Bell Street Park is a
picture-perfect play space for the entire family!

What Do You Like Best?
When you visit the new playground, be sure to post your
photos using the hashtag
#playinEPA and let us know
what you like best about this
new play space!

Mural Music & Arts Project
The Mural Music and Arts Project (MMAP) began in 2001,
employing local teens to design
and create murals. Recognizing
that art and music have been a
vital part of activities at Bell
Street Park, the City of East
Palo Alto was pleased to partner with MMAP for the design and completion of multiple public art projects including two ninety-foot murals, painted utility boxes and
plywood letter cutouts embellished with motifs reflective
of the City’s rich ethnic diversity.
Designed by Edward “Scape”
Martinez and Laura Nagle, the
murals capture both the City’s
tagline of “EPA - A City on the
Move” and the vision for Bell
Street Park as a “Vibrant Park:
A Healthy Community.” Special
thanks to Sonya Clarke-Herrera, MMAP Executive Director, the Ravenswood School District and PG&E for keeping arts alive at Bell Street Park.

Kudos to our Dream Team!

The Bell Street Park Playground Project was made possible by the City’s Dream Team of Community Partners. We
would like to thank the many organizations who donated
their time, energy and resources to make this project happen (in alphabetical order): Canopy, Inc., Catered Too!,
Collective Roots, Community Church of East Palo Alto,
Community Law Center of EPA, Coupons for Change/ Coupons.com, East Palo Alto Apostolic Church, East Palo Alto
Senior Center, Inc., East Palo Alto Fit Zone Program, Girls
to Women, IKEA, Izzy’s Brooklyn Bagels, Live in Peace,
MMAP, Menlo Park Fire Department, Mi Pueblo Foods,
Palo Alto Kiwanis, PG&E, Ravenswood School District,
Ravenswood Family Health Center, San Mateo County
Library System, Stanford Community Law Center, Starbucks, the
Sobrato Organization,
Staying Connected and
Togos.

www.cityofepa.org

Cooley Landing
The City accepted bids for the Cooley Landing Education
Center project mid-August. Nine bids were received and
the project was awarded to Arbor Building Group from
Lafayette. The contractor will mobilize onto the site this
week (September 15th), one of the first activities will be a
test program for the drilled pier foundation/pile system to
support the building.

Runnymede Storm Drain Project
The City Council awarded the construction contract to RGW Construction of Livermore. The on-site
biological survey for the endangered California clapper rail and
the salt marsh harvest mouse was
completed per regulatory requirements and staff anticipates that
dredging of the channel will start
on September 22, 2014.

General Plan
The General Plan and Zoning Code Update is well underway! Since the new year, the Westside Advisory Committee has continued to focus primarily on ways to ensure
affordable housing and new community benefits on the
Westside, while the General Plan Advisory Committee has
been taking a broader look at improvements to the City’s
transportation and open space networks, existing
neighborhoods, and new land uses throughout the City.
Expect to see a flurry of activity this fall and winter, as City
staff and the Consultant Team host citywide “townhall”,
neighborhood and focus group meetings, and conduct
community surveys to ensure everyone in the community
has multiple opportunities to help define the City’s future.
What’s the best way to learn more? The project website at
www.vista2035epa.org,
where we regularly post
meeting announcements
and notes, agendas, background reports and presentations.

Housing Element Workshop
You are encouraged to attend a community meeting to
discuss the City’s Housing Element and housing policies.
When: September 30, 2014
Where: City Council Chambers
2415 University Avenue
Time: 6:30PM to 8:00PM
The City is currently working on a minor update of the
current Housing Element to meet an impending State
deadline of January 31, 2015. This deadline is critical to
meet as it ensures the City remains eligible for grants
and other funding from the State. The City will also be
preparing a more extensive Housing Element revision in
conjunction with the City’s General Plan Update process.
For more information visit vista2035epa.org.
The purpose of the September 30th workshop is to explain the processes, provide an overview of the current
housing plan and to gather input from the community on
potential goals and policies to be included in the upcoming Housing Element update and/or revision.

“We all make choices, but in the end our choices make us.” ― Ken Levine , Author
www.cityofepa.org

