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East Palo Alto
at a Glance

East Palo Alto at a Glance

About East Palo Alto

The City of East Palo Alto is located in the heart of the Silicon Valley and is
uniquely positioned to maximize its potential as a significant city in the region.
Founded by speculators and farmers in 1849, the town was originally named
Ravenswood. For most of its history, the area regarded as East Palo Alto was
13 square miles and part of unincorporated San Mateo County. As such, it did
not have an official boundary until it incorporated in 1983. However, the area
was much larger than the city’s current 2.5 square miles. Large tracts,
including most of the commercial tax base, were annexed by Menlo Park and
Palo Alto from the later 1940’s to the early 1960’s. This trend was halted in
1983 when the then predominantly African American residents incorporated to
gain local control over land use and municipal services.

The original inhabitants were Ohlone/Costanoan Native Americans. Spanish
ranchers took over, followed by an influx of speculators and settlers of
European origin. For a time Chinese laborers were prevalent. Asian and
Italian flower growers preceded the flood of middle-class migrants drawn to
post-war housing developments. East Palo Alto later became the largest
African American community on the peninsula. Today, due to significant
demographic changes during the last decade, the city of 31,500 possesses a
broad multi-ethnic profile that includes a majority Hispanic and growing Pacific
Islander population.

Trade has alternately focused on ranching, transportation and shipping, brick
manufacturing, farming, servicing travelers of Bayshore Highway and
Dumbarton Bridge, and flower growing. At present there is a mix of small
industrial, agricultural and commercial businesses.

The signs of transition are clearly evident, but some things have remained
constant, namely the characteristics that have always attracted people to the
area: the relative affordable price of land and housing; a beautiful, rural-like
setting; its centralized location; proximity to transportation and the San
Francisco Bay; as well as some of the most enviable weather in the nation.

East Palo Alto is also making great strides in the area of economic and
community development. Several major developments have been completed
and several more are in the planning and/or construction phases. Completed
projects include University Circle, which consists of 400,000 square feet of
office space as well as a recently opened 297,000 square foot IKEA. A new
200-room Four Seasons Hotel is presently under construction. The
Gateway/101 shopping center is anchored by a Home Depot and Expo Design
Center and offers both retail and housing opportunities. Additionally, in the
Four Corners/Ravenswood Industrial Area, the City will create a new main
street linking a proposed Town Center Plaza civic center with a 160-acre
mixed-use development project. New housing starts are up. The City
recognizes the importance of affordable housing and is working closely with
developers on several housing projects.

Today, the City of East Palo Alto is coming closer than ever to realizing its
potential. As the City continues to make progress and become more self-
sufficient, there is evidence that East Palo Alto will be able to strike a
harmonious balance between a goal of establishing a sound commercial base
and the dream of an idyllic community.
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CITY GEOGRAPHY

The City of East Palo Alto is located in the Silicon
Valley, approximately 29 miles south of San Francisco
and 19 miles north of San Jose. The City occupies 2.5
square miles. The 2000 Census places the City’s
population at 31,500, ranking as the seventh largest
city in San Mateo County.

CITY AUTHORITY

The City of East Palo Alto is a general law city under
California State law and its rights, powers, privileges,
authority, and functions are established through the
State constitution and the State Law. The powers
granted to California cities by state statute include the
power to: sue and be sued; purchase, receive by gift
or bequest and hold land, make contracts and
purchases and hold personal property necessary to
the exercise of its powers, manage, sell, lease, or
otherwise dispose of its property as the interest of its
inhabitants require; levy and collect taxes authorized
by law and exercise such other and further powers as
may be especially conferred by law or as may be
necessarily implied from those expressed.

The City provides a wide range of services to its
residents including public protection through the Police
Department, the construction and maintenance of
streets and infrastructure, community development,
financial management, community services for youth,
young adults and seniors, and administrative services.

THE CITY COUNCIL

The members of the City Council are elected by the
voters to serve overlapping four-year terms. The
Mayor is elected by, and from, the City Council for a
one year term. The Council sets policy and exercises
the legislative authority of the City. By City Ordinance,
the Council holds meetings on the first and third
Tuesdays of every month and at other times as, in the
opinion of the Council, the public interest may require.
The current City Council members and the dates upon
which their respective terms expire are as follows:

Mayor: David E. Woods, Nov. 2010

Vice Mayor: Patricia Foster, Nov. 2008
Council Member: Donna Rutherford, Nov. 2008
Council Member: A. Peter Evans, Nov. 2008
Council Member: Ruben Abrica, Nov. 2010

East Palo Alto at a Glance

REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY

The City Council Members serve as the Redevelopment
Agency Board of Directors. The Agency conducts its
regular business on the first and third Tuesdays of each
month. The Agency is staffed by the Executive Director
and a staff of six employees.

ADMINISTRATION AND
MANAGEMENT

East Palo Alto is a Manager-Council form of government.
The City Council appoints the City Manager who appoints
other City officials and is charged with overseeing the
City’s daily operations. Many boards, commissions, and
committees assist the City Council and Administration in
carrying out various aspects and functions of city
government.
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Demographic
Information

Government

Incorporated July 1, 1983

East Palo Alto is a General Law
Council/ Manager City governed by a
five-member City Council with a
Council elected Mayor.

Number of City Managers since
incorporation: 18

Full-time Employees

FY 2007/2008’

City Council......cccooiiiiii, 5
City Manager...........cccoovvviiiininnn 4
City Clerk.......coooviiiiiiiiins 1
City Attorney.........cocoviiiiiiiin oo 25
Finance..........ccooooiii 6
Human Resources.............cccoceeenes 2
Community Development............... 16
Community Services................... 4.38
HOUSING. ..o 4
Police.......cccovviiiii, 52.75
Public WOrks..........ooceeieeieiinnennees 19
Total ..o 116.63
Demographics

Land Area: 2.5 square miles

Popu/ation2

1990 i 23,570
2000.... i 29,506
2005 (estimate)................... 31,500
Population by Gender
Female............oooiiiiiii, 48.5%
Male........oooiiiii 51.5%
Population by Age Group
UnderSyears.........ccocvvviininn, 10%
S5toQyears........cocoiiiiiinnnn. 10.9%
10to14years ....cooovveviininenen. 9.1%
15to19years ......coovvvvveviennnn. 8.8%
20to 24 years ......cocoeeiiininnnns 9.6%
25t034vyears .......ocoeveiininnnnn 18.6%
35tod4 years .....cooviiiiiininnn, 13.9%
45to 54 years ......cooveveiiiininennn, 8.8%
55to59years ......ooeiiiiiiiiinn, 2.7%
60toB4years ........cceoevinininnnnns 2.4%
65to74years ........ccoeeiininnns 3.2%
75to84 years .....coooiiiiiiiinnn. 1.5%
85 yearsandover .................... 0.4%

Median Age: 25.8
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Racial Composition
Hispanic or Latino (of any

= o7 P 58.8%
White. ..o 6.5%
Black or African American.........22.5%
American Indian and Alaska
Native.....ooooiii 0.2%
Asian......cooiiii 2.1%
Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific
Islander........ccoovviiiiiii, 7.5%
Some otherrace....................... 0.2%
Twoormoreraces.................... 2.1%

Level of Educational Attainment of
people 25 years and older
Graduate/ Professional Degree...3.6%

Bachelor's Degree...................... 7%
Associate Degree..................... 4.3%
Some College (no Degree)........15.3%
High School Graduate................ 18%
Grades 9-12 (no diploma).........21.1%
Less than 9" Grade................. 30.7%

Mean Household Income
(in 1999)°: $45,006

Median Sales Price for Single Family
Residences®
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Business
Distribution of job s by major
employment sectors’
Management, prof. related.....18.2%
Service.....oooviiiiii 31.9%
Sales and Office.................. 23.2%

Farming, fishing & forestry....... 0.3%
Construction, extraction and

maintenance....................... 11.9%
Production, transportation, and
material moving................... 14.5%
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Notes

' Human Resources Department, City of East Palo Alto

2 US Census 1990 and 2000
® US Census 2000
4 San Mateo County 2006 Annual Real Estate Report

® US Census 2000
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